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Within economics, spatial perspectives -

have led to better modeling of
human/environment interaction, better

understanding of spatial dynamics,

and new thinking about the relationships
between micro elements and macro
outcomes.

Dawn Parker

Center for Social Complexity George
Mason University
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Reasons for spatial planning

To provide vision and consistent direction, as well as a strategic
assessment not only of what is desirable, but what is possible in
various contexts.

2. To protect the rights of people. Once people gain access to land,
In effect they obtain certain rights and obligations. It is necessary to
manage change in such a way that those rights and obligations are
respected.

3. To protect natural systems. Natural systems have their own
operational requirements which must be respected if long-term
sustainable human development is to be achieved and if large-scale
environment degradation is to be avoided or at least minimized,;

4. To make efficient use of resources. Resources, such as land,
water, energy, finance, building materials, skills, etc. are in short
supply. Those that are available must, in all contexts, be used wisely
to ensure that maximum benefit is obtained from them.



Reasons for spatial planning

5. To achieve a higher quality of service delivery by all spheres of
government.

6. To coordinate actions and investments to ensure maximum
positive impact from the investment of resources, it is hecessary to
coordinate actions and investments in time and space. This
coordination is of two kinds: the coordination of different forms of
public authority actions and investments, and a greater coordination
between public and private actions;

7. To set priorities. To enable significant inroads to be made into
meeting the developmental needs of the country in a fair way, it is
necessary to provide a rational basis for prioritization, and to
manage and direct resources to where they are needed most.

8. To avoid duplication of effort by different departments and
spheres of government.
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Spatial development, spatial
policy and spatial planning

« Spatial development refers to the distribution
of built and natural features and human
activity across territory (perhaps these would
come within a broad definition of land use);
but it also

* Includes the qualities of those features and
activities, for example disparities in access to
opportunities from one neighbourhood to
another. A territory may be,



Spatial development, spatial
policy and spatial planning

« Spatial development is another matter. It is a
product of many sectoral policies and actions
In public and private sectors (health and

education are becoming

more important); but

the spatial impact of decision making in
sectors, described as spatial policy, Is rarely

considered explicitly.

« Spatial planning is concerned with ensuring

that the spatial policy Im
and coordinated — in the
sustainable spatial deve

pacts are considered
Interests of

opment.



The Wales Spatial Plan
(National Assembly for Wales 2004: 5)

« Spatial planning is the consideration of what
can and should happen where. It

* Investigates the interaction of different
policies and practices across regional space,
and sets the role of places in a wider context.

* |t goes well beyond ‘traditional’ land use
planning and sets out a strategic framework
to guide future development and policy
Interventions, whether or not these relate to
formal land use planning control.



[For the role of the Plan, it suggests this means] -

making sure that decisions are taken with regard
to their impact beyond the

Immediate sectoral or administrative boundaries; -
that there 1s co-ordination of

Investment and services through understanding
the roles of and interactions

between places; and, that we place the core -
values of sustainable development in

everything we do. -



seventeen policies of the core strategy 2008.

Policy 1 Strengthening the Network of Settlements

Policy 2 Connecting North Northamptonshire with Surrounding Areas
Policy 3 Connecting the Urban Core

Policy 4 Enhancing Local Connections

Policy 5 Green Infrastructure

Policy 6 Infrastructure Deli very and Developer Contributions
Policy 7 Delivering Housing

Policy 8 Delivering Economic Prosperity

Policy 9 Distribution & Location of Development

Policy 10 Distribution of Housing

Policy 11 Distribution of Jobs

Policy 12 Distribution of Retail Development

Policy 13 General Sustainable Development Principles
Policy 14 Energy Efficiency and Sustainable Construction
Policy 15 Sustainable Ho using Provision

Policy 16 Sustainable Urban Extensions

Policy 17 Gypsies and Travellers
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Spatial Social Science

° Spatial Social Science recognizes the key

role that spatial concepts, such as
distance, location, proximity,
neighborhood, and region play in human
soclety,

* promotes research that advances the
understanding of spatial patterns and
processes; and invokes powerful
principles of spatial thinking.
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Office for Spatial Development, Slovenia

- Developmaent of polycentric irban system and regional spatal development
- Vital and well planned cities and towns
- Harmonious development of wider urban areas
- Integraied and balanced devel pment of transport and settiement networks
and the development of economic infrastructure

Yerevan, 28%-29" October 2004 spatial Developrnent Govermance: Institutional Cooperation Networlcs R




SPATIAL PLANNING

Key Instrument for Development -«
and Effective Governance -



Principles of Spatial Thinking

Integration
Spatio-Temporal Context
Spatially Explicit Modeling

Place-Based Organization of
Information

Science and Policy




 TOWARD SPATIALLY
INTEGRATED SOCIAL
SCIENCE

 INTERNATIONAL REGIONAL SCIENCE REVIEW 23, 2:
139-159 (April 2000)



